Risodontrypy.
the border of the alveolus, and dissects the gum loose from the neck of the tooth, and escapes by that means at last, and the perforation of the gum heals as any other wound. Again, as the wound of the pulp by decay is always a direct and local cause of pain in a tooth, we cannot understand how making an additional wound with a drill, can render ihe tooth less liable to pain and disease. The advantage proposed to be gained by drilling through the gum, of shutting out the air and irritating fluids of the mouth from the pulp, does not seem to be worth considering, since the free margin of the gum covers the orifice in the tooth as securely as the perforated opening in the gum; and besides, an opening which would give free exit, either through the gum or under it, to the accumulating contents of the pulp cavity, would as well give ingress to air and the fluids of the mouth. As long as the pulp is in a normal condition, a large amount of blood circulates through it, but as soon as it is irritated by any cause, the determination of blood to it increases, and must extravasate where the pulp is wounded, or violent congestion, or engorgement of the pulp vessels and surrounding tissues ensues. Now, it would seem to us, that under such circumstances the nearer the artificial opening is made to the original wound, the better, because the blood and pus which accumulates at the extremity of the pulp cavity, as it is opposite that point that it is most often exposed, must regurgitate upon the pulp until it finds vent through the artificial opening, which regurgitation would soon break up the structure of that substance. This, It is not durable, because when the pulp of a tooth becomes dead, the walls of the pulp cavity commence to soften, and in time the whole crown of the tooth, especially if it be a drilled one, discolors, and decay is the inevitable consequence. The only application that we can see for it is, where the pulps of teeth, with incompletely formed roots, are exposed, if drilling would preserve the pulp in a reasonable condition of health until the growth of the roots was completed, and the plug preserve the crown, we can understand how it could be rendered of great service in some 
